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Do what? “Take this person by my side to be
my lawfully wedded . . .”
Since the beginning of the human race we

have been aware of what God meant when He
said, “It is not good that man should live 
alone,” and have followed the idea. “Therefore
shall a man leave his father and mother and
cleave unto his wife and they shall be one
flesh.” This has been God’s answer for our
aloneness and His way for us to propagate our
race. This we see repeated in every society
around the world. It’s simply the way God
made us.
By the time of Christ, man’s perversion of

marriage with divorce had crept in. When
Jesus was asked about it, He said: “But from
the beginning . . . God made them male and 
female . . . cleave to his wife . . . shall be one
flesh . . . What therefore God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder. . . . Whoever
shall put away his wife, and marry another,
committeth adultery . . . if a woman shall put
away her husband, and be married to another,
she committeth adultery” (Mark 10:6-12).
Two thousand years have now passed. What

do we see in society today? Forty-one percent of
all first marriages end in divorce. Sixty percent
of second marriages end in divorce. Seventy-
three percent of third marriages end in divorce.
Some people experiment with the idea of liv-

ing together first. Not only is this fornication,

but one study found that living together before
marriage can actually increase your chances of
getting divorced by 40%. 
The problem is not so much in not finding

the right one, as it is in not being the right one.
Selfishness and unrealistic expectations are at
the root of the problem. When we don’t do
things God’s way, we trash ourselves and our
children. In America half of all children will
witness the breakup of a parent’s marriage. Of
these children, one half will witness a parent’s
second divorce. And with what results? Con-
sider this:

Children growing up in broken homes account for:
70% of those in juvenile detention.
60-70% of all prison inmates.
63% of teen suicides.
71% of teen pregnancies.
90% of homeless juveniles and runaways.
75% of all drug users.
85% of all behavioral disorders.
And 40% more likely to get divorced.

Divorce is not the answer; it’s the problem!
Marriage will work if we are: committed to
God, committed to each other, committed to the
idea of marriage, and caring more about our
spouses then we do about ourselves. Get back
to the Bible! Read Ephesians 5:22-33.

“I Do” —Clay Zimmerman
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“For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make an
atonement for your souls” (Leviticus 17:11).

The DNA in each cell of the human body car-
ries all the detailed information and program of
growth for each person. This is true of all living
organisms—plant and animal. But the life, the
ability to translate (read) the code and produce
substance, is in the blood. As soon as the blood
stops flowing, carrying nutrients, water, and
oxygen (the breath of life) to the cells, they die.
The program of growth and what the organism
would be stops.

Deoxyribonucleic Acid
When I was in high school in the 1960’s, I

learned about the “simple cell” that all living
things were made of. It was composed of just
three things: the cell membrane, protoplasm,
and a nucleus. That wasn’t a hard lesson to
learn!
Today scientists have found through advanc-

ing technology that looking into a cell of our
body is like looking down on a major city of our
world. The activity is equivalent but in three di-
mension! The DNA molecule is dividing and
replicating itself and the RNA molecule is busy
rushing about. Nutrients are taken in and
wastes are expelled.
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is shaped like a

twisted ladder which scientists describe as a
“double-stranded helix.” The genetic informa-
tion inscribed on the DNA is beyond our ability
to comprehend. This spiral molecule is com-
pressed into the chromosomes, which are in the
nucleus of each of the cells of our bodies. In

these chromosomes are one hundred billion
DNA strands. To put all the coded information
in the genome of a mammal into words would
fill 2,000 volumes on a shelf the length of a foot-
ball field. This all duplicates at every cell divi-
sion.
If all the DNA information in a single human

chromosome were stretched out, it could be as
much as 10 centimeters long. The entire DNA
in the 23 chromosome pairs in each nucleus of
our cells would be over a meter long. Thus the
DNA from all of our fifty trillion cells (more or
less) stretched out would reach beyond our
solar system. It would take light two days to
travel the distance of the entire DNA in our
bodies!

DNA – a Mass Storage Device
If we looked deeper into the function of the

DNA, the quantities scientists have found and
the activity is inconceivably extensive and com-
plex. All our heredity information is coded in
just four chemicals on the base pairs of this
coiled ladder: Adenine (A), guanine (G), cytosine
(C), and thymine (T). The sequence of these
chemicals provides the instruction code for your
body (blue eyes, black hair, tall or short, etc.).
One code may read: A-T-C-T-G-G-G-T-C-A-A-T-A.
Another code will read T-G-C-T-C-A-A-G-A-G-T-
G-C-C and on and on for millions of letter units.
This reminds us of the binary mass storage
technique of computers (0010111001101000 . . .).
This information, of course, had to be written
perfectly in the beginning by the source of all
life—God. “He spake, and it was done; he com-
manded, and it stood fast” (Psalms 33:9).
All these double helix strands replicate 

The Code of Life

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 
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themselves at every cell division. In the process
of division, these spiral “ladders” split down the
rungs and exactly duplicate their sides. Now
there are two DNA molecules with identical
traits. Cells can divide about fifty times before
dying. It is said that three billion cells die in 
our bodies every minute and are immediately
replaced. This is happening all the time life goes
on at the astonishing rate of 1,000 base pairs
per second. Sex cells carry only one side of this
DNA strand, which joins the half strand of the
partner at conception. The progeny then has all
the genetic information of both parents. How-
ever, a lot is not used. For instance we could
carry genes for red hair even if our hair is an-
other color.
What an amazing design of God! We can say

with the Apostle Paul about this: “O the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out” (Romans 11:33). Man
will never reach the end of God’s ways. There is
always more beyond, as well as mistakes in
what fallible man claims to know.

The Omnipotent DNA Creator
Yet man is gullible enough to believe that 

all of this could come about by accident. Evolu-
tionists claim this complexity and order could
have organized in a pool of dirty water with a
stroke of lightning in the primeval eons of time
past. 
It is so much more refreshing, logical, and

true to man’s soul to accept God’s simple state-
ment in the historical record of Genesis. “In the
beginning . . . the LORD God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul” (Genesis 1:1; 2:7). “Know ye that the Lord
he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we
ourselves” (Psalm 100:3). 
On day three, God created plants with all

their genetic codes complete at once, “Whose
seed (DNA) is in itself” (Genesis 1:11). Beans
may be old and dry, but encapsulated in the nu-
cleus of each cell of the seeds is the information
to produce another flourishing green plant like
it grew on. It won’t produce a corn or squash
plant. On day six, God created all the land crea-
tures to produce “after their kind” (stated five
times) (Genesis 1:24, 25). Although their genes
contain amazing variety (the “dog kind,” for ex-
ample), they would not “evolve” into another
“kind.” 

The Blood Makes it Live
Yet this code of life depends on the blood that

makes it all happen. “The life of all flesh [physi-
cal life] is the blood thereof” (Leviticus 17:14).
God’s covenant with Noah (before the Law) that
they could now eat meat but never eat blood
still stands today (Genesis 9:3, 4). It is a serious
reminder of the sanctity of life and the cost of
our redemption. Blood was never to be con-
sumed as food or in religious ritual as they do in
satanic cults. Blood was given to man as a sub-
stitutionary offering for sin until Jesus came
and shed His effectual blood (Leviticus 17:11,
12). “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and
I have given it to you upon the altar to make
atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.”
Before Jesus shed His blood, died, and left His

physical body, He instituted the Communion
service in place of Passover. “And he took the
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them [the
disciples], saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is [a
symbol of] my blood of the new testament, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins”
(Matthew 26:27, 28). The apostles then carried
forth this vital doctrine of salvation to the
world. “We have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). 

Eternal Life in a Spiritual Body
Jesus showed Himself to His disciples for a

time after His resurrection before He ascended
to Heaven (Acts 1:3, 1 John 1:1). This gives us a
view of what the immortal body is like. He was
no longer “flesh and blood” as we are. He had
shed His blood for our sins. The physical life,
the corruptible decay factor, is in the blood 
(1 Corinthians 15:53, 54). 
When Jesus came through the walls and ap-

peared to His disciples, they were afraid and
thought it was a spirit. But Jesus said, “Behold
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39; John
20:19). But it is a body. “Some man will say,
How are the dead raised up? and with what
body do they come? It is sown a natural body; it
is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural
body, and there is a spiritual body” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:35, 44).
Our immortal bodies will be flesh and bone.

This gives us a clue to the question asked at
(continued on page 6)
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The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

How to Teach and Train Children
Part 3

Teaching and Training Socially

Turn once again to Luke 2:52, where among
other things it says: “Jesus increased . . . in
favour with . . . man.” We want to consider and
apply this thought to the child’s social develop-
ment.
The Bible says: “For none of us liveth to him-

self, and no man dieth to himself” (Romans
14:7). God made us to be social beings. Social,
according to the dictionary, simply means: “Con-
cerned with human beings in their relations to
each other; living or liking to live with others.”
Children grow up: go to school, into the work

place, and establish homes of their own. Social
growth, adjustment, and maturity are crucial if
they are to make a positive contribution in the
bigger picture of society. What are the founda-
tions necessary for a child to grow up to be so-
cially well-adjusted?

1. God has designed the Christian home as
the ideal environment for child growth
and development, including the social. A
home is Christian when father and mother are
both serving the Lord. They love God, love each
other, and love their children enough to shoul-
der their responsibility to teach and train them.
God established the home to function as a unit
with parents and children all fitting and work-
ing together harmoniously. This is the founda-
tion and seedbed for social development and
security!

What happens when man violates God’s good
rules for home life and conduct? What of the
widespread unfaithfulness in marriage, divorce
and remarriage, single parent families, incest,
perverted lifestyles, and general irresponsibility
in our society? There is only one answer if we
are to survive this social ferment and decay.
That answer is to repent of our sin and return
to God’s all-wise and beautiful plan! 

2. Parents, by precept and example, must
teach that life does not revolve around
me! I am not the center of the universe, and not
even the center of my own little part of the
world. There are others that need to be loved,
cared for, and cooperated with. Children must
learn that giving and serving others is part of
the joy of living! In Matthew 20:27, 28 Jesus
said: “And whosoever will be chief among you,
let him be your servant: even as the Son of man
[Jesus] came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many.”
The little children’s song “J-O-Y” says it

well: “Jesus first, yourself last, and others in
between.” This must be the model for our
homes and our child training if our children
are to grow up being socially well-adjusted.
Many of our social ills today are the result 
of too many people being in love with them-
selves.
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3. At the center of our serving must be
God and a saving relationship with Him
through Jesus Christ! As children come to
the age of accountability (often in the early teen
years), they need to be brought to a crisis expe-
rience by seeing their personal sinfulness and
need for a Saviour. Upon repentance toward
God and faith toward Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21),
they will know the joy of sins forgiven through
the blood of Christ. The response of the re-
deemed soul is always, “Lord, what would you
have me to do?” This alone is the answer for a
self-centered, self-loving, socially maladjusted
generation.
We must bring our children up in the ways of

God and the Bible (Ephesians 6:4). Then, at the
age they are able to understand, lead them to
Christ for a life-changing conversion that results
in a personal desire to give their lives in service
to God and others.
This brings into focus the Christian church.

Many times the Bible refers to the church as a
“body,” with many individual members working
together as one. (See Romans 12, 1 Corinthians
12, and Ephesians 4.) God’s plan is that the
church and home are partners in the teaching
and training of children for good and holy pur-
poses. What a tragedy when children and youth
lack good role models in the home and guidance
from a Biblical church!
What we write runs counter to modern psy-

chology and the political correctness of our day.
But isn’t it time for a refreshing change? Yes, this
is a call to revival, back to God, His Word, and the
moral absolutes that have stood the test of time!

4. We must “guard the gates” of the influ-
ences in our children’s lives.Whether we
are parents, ministers, teachers, or extended
family and friends, we must help protect the
young and innocent. We cannot expect our chil-
dren to become spiritually mature or socially
well-adjusted if they feed and learn from a self-
serving, socially sick world. We give warning in
two areas.
a. Mass communication and social networking
are a snare to many, young and old. Multi-
tudes are addicted to the screen. If you ques-
tion the truth of this statement, just observe
in any public gathering what most people are
doing. These gadgets can very easily take
control of one’s life. They often are given pri-
ority over the people that are present, the
people who matter most.

Real heart-to-heart communication is
lacking in our society and is being replaced
with less personal methods such as texting,
social networking, internet, and email.
When we have the capacity to be in touch
with everybody, with very little accounta-
bility to anybody, it breaks down the au-
thority structure of both the home and
church. If we are honest, we must admit
this is taking its toll on our children and
youth, and we may only have seen the tip
of the iceberg. This is producing a genera-
tion lacking in good, well-adjusted social
skills. We do well to draw safe and clear
lines on this issue.

b. The contemporary Christian music move-
ment along with contemporary forms of
worship are not serving well. They distort
our view of a holy God and how He is to be
reverenced and obeyed. The breakdown of
social reserve and moral standards by the
influence of wrong music, even so-called
Christian music, is alarming.

If we want to be part of God’s faithful rem-
nant in these last days of gross apostasy, we will
need to take a courageous Biblical stand on
these issues in both the home and the church.
Other areas of concern are wholesome reading

material. We need to guard our homes from the
influences of modern psychology, Eastern mysti-
cism, and meditation that are being introduced in
books and other so-called Christian resources.
Remember, the Bible is still the best manual for

teaching and training children. By God’s grace,
we can raise our children to be well-adjusted 
socially and prepared to serve God and their 
fellowman.

The Bible and Science . . .
(continued from page 4)

times, “Will we know our friends and loved ones
in Heaven?” We will have the same genetic
traits (DNA) as we had on earth except for
blemishes (effects of the curse) (Rev. 22:1-3).
This is the body Jesus ascended into Heaven
with. The angel told those gazing up, “This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11; Revelation
19:11-16). Will you join Him in Heaven?

Resources: 
Not By Chance – Dr. Lee Spetner   
The Evolution Cruncher – Vance Ferrell 
The Holy Bible – God’s Word
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We are living in a society where the goal of many
young people is to try to impress others and make
people think highly of them. They do not want to be
identified as different from others or to stand for
things that others do not stand for. One of those
areas is in clothing. Young and older people strive
to dress and to look like the people they want to im-
press, and fear being ridiculed for being old fash-
ioned or conservative in lifestyle, including dress. 
In a State of the Union address, former Presi-

dent Bill Clinton noted that teenagers are “killing
each other over designer clothes.” For that reason,
he advocated school uniforms as a way to cut down
on the pressure young people face when going to
school. 
One school system in California switched to uni-

forms. Four years later, they did a study of the
trends since the switch. They noted a dramatic
drop in assaults, thefts, and vandalism. Of course
other factors may have been involved, but the
biggest change in the school system was a switch to
uniforms.
Some educators think uniforms aid in academic

achievement “because students aren’t distracted
by clothes—theirs or classmates’—and they treat
school as their job.”
Of course school uniforms do not solve all prob-

lems in schools or elsewhere. However, they can be
an aid to keep people from focusing on image en-
hancement, and to rather focus on the more impor-
tant things in life.
It is true, more than most people are willing to

admit, that our clothing does say a lot about our
thoughts and motives and what we want people to
think of us. But whom do we want to impress? A
society “killing each other over designer clothes”?
Clothing enhancement can, however, be a posi-

tive thing. An instructor giving training to a group
of religious volunteers who were working in a
prison described the importance of dress in rela-
tionship to working with prisoners. She stated that
the dress and badges of the guards were “image en-
hancers.” They let the prisoners know who is in
charge, and they commanded a certain degree of re-
spect. She even stressed the importance of the reli-
gious volunteers being careful and modest in their
dress so as to command respect from the prisoners.
The instructor went on to emphasize the 

importance of prison workers not only wearing

“image enhancing” clothes but acting the part. A
prison guard or volunteer can bring reproach on
his profession and even the way he dresses by act-
ing less than professional. He needs to be kind and
respectful toward prisoners but not too chummy
with them or give in to their wrongdoing. They can
destroy respect for their position and even any
“image enhancers” by inconsistent talking or liv-
ing.
And so, what are we trying to convey with our

clothing? It has been said that the way a person
dresses makes a “statement” about who he really
is inside. Many will argue that clothing has little or
nothing to do with what is inside, but it does re-
flect our attitudes toward ourselves, society’s ex-
pectations, authority, and even toward what is
right or wrong. Does our clothing or lack of it re-
flect our attitudes toward what people perceive
about us? Are we trying to get people to “like” us?
Are we trying to call attention to ourselves and to
our bodies? 
If we really want to enhance ourselves in the

eyes of God and of people, we need to wear clothing
that commands respect, that shows we are not try-
ing to call attention to ourselves or lead people to
try to emulate us and do what we want them to do.
Our focus will be on showing respect to others and
obedience to Bible standards of right and wrong
and, yes, of personal appearance. 
The Bible teaches that we are all made in the

image of God. “God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him; male and fe-
male created he them” (Genesis 1:27). That means
that we should want to reflect what God expects of
us not only by the way we dress, but in every area
of our lives. For example, the Bible teaches mod-
esty in clothing. That means that our bodies are
well covered with clothing and that we are not call-
ing people to focus on our bodies, but on the princi-
ples that we stand for. It is all about our focus for
living. “In like manner also, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness
and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array” (1 Timothy 2:9). 
Surrender to God’s will and obedience to Jesus

Christ and His Word will truly enhance our image
to bless the world by our words and actions.

—RLB

Feature Article for Youth . . .

Image Enhancers
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A STRANGE FORGETFULNESS
Those who push with zeal to “normalize” same-

sex relationships blindly close the door on the les-
sons of history. They ignore the dynamics of why
they are alive, and treat with contempt those who
would need to take on the added burden of sus-
taining the population. Using the United Nations
figure of 2.1 children per couple, that would mean
for every “free” incident of same-sex coupling, an-
other couple would need to have 4.2 babies.
That’s not going to happen in a culture that has
already demonstrated an unwillingness to keep
marriage permanent. The people with a lack of re-
sponsibility for the baby in the womb cannot nur-
ture a new generation of children.
Even the birds would teach the heterosexual

necessity. From the dawn of bird history, Mr.
Robin has fertilized Mrs. Robin’s eggs, Mrs. Robin
did the incubating, and then together they raised
those hungry little dependents family style. By
the time the fledglings left the nest, they were
fully equipped for the responsibilities of adult
“robinhood,” and would instinctively dedicate
themselves to bring up future robin generations.
No! Two mother or two father robins cannot fill

that same role. There would be no babies in the
nest apart from both parents. I suppose though,
that if two boy robins or two girl robins would
prefer setting up nests, robin lawmakers could
dictate that same-sex nesting be celebrated
through the whole forest, and that opposite sex
robin couples could be made to sacrifice some of
their eggs to the cause, lending a false sense of
normalcy to a sterile existence.
But the natural family nest bypassed would yield

only pretend nests and no babies. Thus, the time of
the singing of birds would end in eerie silence.

A CULTURE OF TERMINAL HEROICS 
Apparently, the newest form of heroics 

making its rounds is for people who rate as 
cultural icons or sports heroes to “come out” as
lesbian or gay. This is seen as a cause so deserv-
ing as to receive direct affirmation from top 
political leaders and many churches. The 
momentum builds with the seeming intent of
steamrolling all opposition and turning the law
of the land on its head—attempting to confer re-
spect and status on same-sex relationships, and 
raising up a new phantom institution called gay
marriage. And what is gained by such heroics?
What does this new institution contribute to the
future of humanity? And at what cost has it
come to this, in terms of disease and death by
AIDS? How did we get to the place of imagining
that humans could thrive or even survive a 
successful push to obliterate natural marriage
and family and go on trying to erase even gender
differences?
I suspect that this is an intended rebellion

against the historical, Biblical concepts of God
and morality. But that’s hardly where this is going
to end. Ultimately this is an unscientific fight, de-
fying even nature and biology. It pits what people
claim to be, yet cannot be, against what they are,
and what sexuality was designed for. The long-
simmering defiance of the traditional marriage
and family has spilled over into the rejection of
being male or female. Even school children are en-
couraged to ignore the biological law of their own
physical gender, while trying to determine
whether they “feel” straight or gay. If this doesn’t
push them to the edge of the cliff, what will? Since
when is taking on biology a fight humans can
win? 

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer

What Future Without Children?



SHORT MEMORY AMERICA 
So just another reminder of where we have ar-

rived in a stunningly short time. The days when
“come out” homosexuals could not serve in the
military is too recent to even turn the page of his-
tory. For those of you whose memory doesn’t
quite span thirty years, in 1986 the Supreme
Court affirmed that states could outlaw homosex-
ual acts between consenting adults. Probably the
very earliest public support for homosexuals
dates back less than fifty years, to 1969. That’s
when patrons at the Stonewall Inn, an illicit ho-
mosexual bar in New York’s Greenwich Village,
rioted against local police in an incident consid-
ered the birth of the homosexual rights move-
ment.

THE LONG VIEW
We tend to view civilization as the result of the

gains of human wisdom and understanding, a
kind of experimental evolution to discover what
works for society. But such is far from the case.
Rather, a truly working worldview is a population
that responds to the instruction and the com-
mandments that match the design and the pur-
pose for which the male with his female were
created. On this coupling hinges the rising and
thriving of new generations of people to replenish
the earth.
This is the same idea as the specifications and

instruction manuals that come with new equip-
ment. Suppose a builder buys a new automatic
washer. He knows what it was designed and built
for. He washes his work clothes in conformity to
the instructions for the machine. He does not at-
tempt experimenting by loading it with sand,
gravel, and cement. This is not a cement mixer.
And no judge or lawmaker would laud his efforts
to make it one. By the way, the instruction man-
ual must actually match the particular machine,
just as human sexuality must actually be ad-
dressed in the context and the purpose of human
existence and reproduction (a point totally
missed in the “new heroics” of human sexuality).

This leads to several conclusions explicitly
taught and confirmed in the Scriptures: 
1. The man and the woman are the design of

God, and their union is the only means of human
reproduction. 
2. Sexual fulfillment was designed, not to be

squandered nor spread to multiple partners, but
as a powerful incentive for men and women to
get married and stay married, and to actively

pursue the responsibilities of parenting. Not only
is this the haven of peace and security that every
child deserves, it is also good for the adults. They
form the family units that are absolutely essen-
tial and basic to any culture. They are typically
self-supporting. Far from being a burden or trou-
blemakers, they are the cornerstones of civiliza-
tion.
3. This fruit of the womb is God’s reward. Chil-

dren are not dispensable. They are to be treas-
ured as gifts from God. Babies are meant to be
born into the permanent marriage of the father
and the mother, there to be nurtured and in-
structed in the ways of God.

WHAT INSTITUTION IS FOR 
THE CHILDREN? 
On the other hand, the farther we go down the

path of undefined and unbounded sexual free-
doms, the greater the disconnect from the well-
being of the culture. Where civilization and
stability are not derived from strong families,
other institutions arise in a vain attempt to fill
the gap. This includes welfare and social services
for vast numbers who are disengaged from natu-
ral family circles, as well as protective programs
for endangered women and children. Too many
men face little or no responsibility, even for their
own offspring. How then do they become any-
thing but long-term adolescents and consumers,
and all too often, prison inmates? The real issue
is the desire to please self—hedonism.
And yes, we really have developed a vast alter-

native institution especially geared to men and
boys (and increasingly girls), who miss out on the
civilizing effects of solid marriages and family
life. It is called prison. It is working by locking
away remnants of a dysfunctional society. And its
growth is phenomenal. 
According to Newsmax magazine, July 2014, 

if the U.S. prison population of 2.4 million could
be incorporated into a city, it would be our fourth
largest after New York, Los Angeles, and
Chicago.
One can properly argue that for all its 

negativity, prison is a necessary institution. This
is especially true in a culture lacking the founda-
tion of marriage and family. But the question
none can answer is this: what is the point of
pushing for the legitimacy of homosexual pur-
suits, and raising up a counter institution to mar-
riage that obliterates the legitimate institution
for children, and that furthers no social or
human good?

Reaching Out - page 9
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Many professing Christians see atheism as the
greatest threat to Christianity and morality in
society. After all, it was atheists like Madalyn
Murray O’Hare who got prayer and Bible read-
ing out of the public schools. 
But clergymen in the town of Cranford, New

Jersey, would disagree. Some years back, Cran-
ford became the new home of American Atheists
founded by O’Hare. The organization moved its
headquarters from Austin, Texas, to this small
New Jersey town. 
Back to the clergymen. Why were they appar-

ently unconcerned about atheists setting up shop
in their town? These ministers say that atheism
isn’t a big threat to religion, not compared with
sports on Sunday, “commuter burnout,” and the
fact that when times are good, people don’t seem
to think they need God. One Baptist minister
frankly admitted, “Prosperity has made a lot of
people complacent about faith. Materialism is
more of a threat to our spirituality than atheism.” 
A Jewish rabbi in Cranford said, “There is a

struggle here, but it’s not with atheism. It is with
a culture that is not religious in its underpin-
nings. It’s with sports, entertainment . . . all the
other things people do with their time.”
So what is worse for Christians and the church

than atheism? Materialism, the sports craze, en-
tertainment, the internet, and a host of other
things people do to spend their money and please
and gratify themselves. 
It is high time, I believe, that professing Chris-

tianity, indeed all Christians, take a long, hard
look at ourselves and our values—especially 
materialism. With booming prosperity in our cul-
ture, it’s easier than we might think to yield to
the goddess of materialism. Because we have so
much money and so many things available, it is

easy to trust in these things. We may take pride
in ourselves that we are not as materialistic as
our neighbors who are just a little farther up the
scale of wealth than we are.
How is our wealth affecting us? Is it taking

time away from the truly important things of
life? Is it taking time away from devotion to our
families and to the good of our communities and
neighbors? Most of all, is it taking time away
from serving God at home and wherever we go?
Is it holding us back when God asks us to do
work for Him, pointing the world to Jesus in-
stead of to the corruptions of modern material-
ism?
Do we have so much money that we have more

and more time and money to spend on sports and
entertainment? So now we are tempted to waste
our time at amusement parks, ski slopes, bowling
allies, sporting events, and worse? Do we spend
so much time focusing on ourselves that we do
not have time for others and for God? Are we
wasting time and energies pursuing the social
media and making new so-called “friends” when
we are ignoring family and the people around us
who matter the most? 
Will we get caught up in the materialistic cul-

ture around us so that our salt influence in the
world will become useless and the light that we
should be to the world is snuffed out? That is
more of a threat than atheism.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are
in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17).

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

Worse Than Atheism?
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Love Not the World

Love not the world! Its dazzling show
Conceals a snare of death;
The sweetest joy earth can bestow,
Dies as a wasted breath.

Love not the word! Its wealth, renown,
The blood-bought soul enslaves;
Oh, consecrate to Christ your life!
He drained death’s cup for you.

Love not the world! Pure joys above
All earthly things transcend; 
In Jesus lose each idol love,
And ever upward tend.

—Gertrude A. Flory

Do You Want True Happiness?

The United States Declaration of Independ -
ence promises citizens “life, liberty, and the
pur suit of happiness.” Many people today have
been pursuing these promises, especially the
pursuit of happiness. But they have been look -
ing in the wrong places.
If you want to find true happiness . . .

Acknowledge PERSONAL Sin

“For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have

turned every one to his own way; and the LORD

hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah
53:6).

Believe PERSONAL Promises

“Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3).

“He was manifested to take away our sins;
and in him is no sin” (1 John 3:5).

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24).

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16).

Accept PERSONAL Salvation

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9).

Realize PERSONAL Freedom From Sin

“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).
Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then

are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:31, 32).

Experience a PERSONAL Change

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new crea ture: old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians
5:17)

!

Study
the Bible!

The Bible has the answers for you. Find out what
they are! Find out what Jesus did for you. Find out
what true love is. Find out what true peace is. Enroll
today in the free Bible study course The First Step to
learn about God and His love for you.

We also offer other courses dealing with commit-
ment, fasting, discerning God’s will, witnessing, wor-
ship, and other subjects. If you want to study another
course, request our course brochure.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

q Please enroll me in The First Step. (Please do not enroll
if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

q Please send me your course brochure.
q Please send me information about Spanish Bible
courses.

q Please send me information about French Bible
courses.

q Please send me your English catalog.
Name______________________________________
Mailing address______________________________
___________________________________________
City ______________ State ___________ ZIP______
Religion __________________________ Age______
Check two boxes: qMale qFemale qSingle qMarried
If you are presently our student, you must write your
student number here. ________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd. 5577,
Farmington, NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246




